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proceed with the engi
start — otherwise, fre
dom, liberty, a
American way
would surely b
ened. Eve tl 3
well. The enemy hc
pelled, we shut dowfbureng?nes,
and we started to get the aircraft
ready for another response.

By this time, my buddy air-
craft commander on the next
parking spot had heard about my
enlightening experience and
came over to laugh at my ex-
pense. However, after one quick
look, he said, “That ear is swelled
up pretty bad ... you’d better go
to the hospital.” He also added
some comment about my getting
frostbite in the ear ... and the
brains. The copilot promptly
gave me an “I told you so type of
look” while rubbing the side of his
head, but said nothing. On my
way to the emergency room, I
grabbed my helmet and saw that
the protective foam over the
metal speaker had moved; and
the very cold metal had obviously
made contact with my until-then-
warm ear. My ear did not suffer
any lasting damage, although I
looked a bit like Mr. Spock for a

*’”%' ,/ £
> _of ays

,’_5;_#‘_ attention to

"‘ W ] _? about not ‘using hel-
niet bags to stuff in extraneous
material such as flashlights,
checklists, and assorted reading
material.

By the time this issue of The
Combat Edge comes out, Old Man
Winter will be close to his prime
days. With the “El Nifio” weather
pattern returning, rumors are
that this may be a particularly
interesting winter. The effects of
cold weather can turn a minor
mistake into a serious — maybe
even life-threatening — one. The
Boy Scout motto of “Be Prepared”
gains a lot of significance this
time of the year. This goes from
everyday basics such as having a
winter survival kit in your car to
dressing warm for a flight even
though you are taking off from a
not-so-cold environment. Of
course, you are not going to have
to eject today; but then again, the
crewmembers that had to eject in
a freezing cold, wet environment

How-

guys any time

did not expect to either. In addi-
tion to the cold, the
unpredictability of winter flying
operations, coupled with low vis-
ibility and other things, can really
ruin your day. The toughest take-
offs and landings [ have ever
made were done during the cold-
est time of the year. Taking off
practically sidewise in a Buff with
almost full crosswind crab with
snow falling and Runway Condi-
tion Reading (RCR) just above
minimums is one of those things
you remember for a while. The
feeling of accomplishment you get
when you clear the runway after
flying an instrument approach to
minimums is one you’ll only get
if you prepare yourself well be-
fore you run the descent
checklist. FLY SAFE! ®
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QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS

CONCERNING DATA ON THIS
- PAGE SHOULD BE

ADDRESSED TO HQ ACC/SEF,

MAJ "E.T.” MOORE
DSN: 574-8816
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Editor’s note: The following index of articles is provided in an effortto:. _gg‘rini:i:?CSE GREA T DA‘Y_‘ 3%
make it easier for our readers to tap the reservoir of knowledge con- ---MngThomgs F‘-oster: Jr i A-U
tained in The Combat Edge. We receive numerous requests; throughout 97, PNS R
the year concerning past articles.or artwork. Many times, the re@'lests R s A
are quite vague concerning title, authormsubjecl‘ or lssug&% d n RO
cessitate labapwus rese cl?‘ roug_-'-:" T
past magazines. This index was com- \_%l\ég% ROE;BOSS D_EC ?7
piled so that Th&‘ComMgﬁdge could . ”-E'. : ;' Ny
continue to be a valuable squxce of in- ACC OF A
formation to ou%eaders }. h"ﬂ@“%‘?’“’ /SE' rganﬁ

AT L N S JAN 97 , '
Index entrles are hsted alphabé.tlc ‘ :
by title in the following format

_'i Ay

"OFFICE OF SAFE_ o
: MACC‘/‘SE Orgamzatlonal Cha
TITLE

‘Subject synops1s

Author/Artist - Date, Safety‘d
(if applicable)

- Col TQ Poole - MAY 97
We solicit your comments and sugges-- {

" tions concerning the index (or The ACCENT ON SAFETY o
Combat Edge 'm_ Igenera_l)_ 0 we can Hohday repqrn, wmter chal— > N
better serve ourdbaders, Sendus anoter Henges 1\ aunaNiEe W““’R\W

.Col Turk Marshan JAN 2)‘7

or give us a call. Our address, phone
number, and e-mail address are inside  ACCENT ON SAF_ETY

the front cover of the magazme M Winter weather operations
- Col Turk Marshall - FEB 97
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- Safe preparations for transition

~.lospring .

Col Turk Marshall - MAR 97

- 'ACCENT ON SAFETY

ight flying operations = &
" Col Turk Marshall - APR 97
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s a0 Critical Days of Summer

Col Turk Marshall - MAY 97
el R

ACCENT ON SAFETY |
ORM and summer safety
Col Turk Marshall - JUL 97

= ~‘ACCENTON SAFETY -

Summer flying operations

' Col Turk Marshall - AUG 97
" ACCENT ON SAFETY

A call for safety articles
Col Turk Marshall - SEP 97

ACCENT ON SAFETY
50th Air Force Anniversary
message

Col Turk Marshall - QCT 97

ACCENT ON SAFETY
Transition to winter operations
Col Turk Marshall - NOV 97

" 'ACCENT ON SAFETY

L

- Mishap rates of experienced

aviators and maintainers
Col Turk Marshall --DEC 97

AIRCREW AWARENESS AND

BASH
Bird Aircraft Strike Hazards
(BASH)

+\Maj Brad Robert - MAR 97, FLT

AIRCREW SAFETY: A LIFE
SUPPORT POINT OF VIEW
Aircrew Life Support Continua-
tion Training (ALSCT)

MSgt Steve Skaggs - NOV 97,

+GRND

" AIRING YOUR DIRTY LAUN-

DRY

Reporting a hazardous situation
or personnel error

Combat Crew - JUN 97, FLT

ALL IN A NIGHT’S WORK
Flying with night vision goggles
Citizen Airman - APR 97, FLT

AM I READY TO FLY?
Preparing to fly (personal
preflight)

Maj Rick Burgess - AUG 97,
FLT
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Lessons that Live:

ano
still p
able “

s that Live.”

; ‘ e were on a routine naviga-

tion flight in a B-18 airplane, en
route from Puerto Rico to the is-
land of Curacao, just off the coast
of Venezuela. We were on auto-
matic pilot and things were
rather dull.

“How long,” I mused aloud, “do
you think a B-18 would float if it
were forced down in the ocean?”
It was purely an academic ques-
tion, posed more than anything
else for the purpose of creating
conversation. The discussion
waxed hot for a while, each of us
having a different idea and de-
fending it strongly; then 1
laughingly exclaimed that it was
rather silly for grown men to be
arguing about a theoretical ques-
tion which we couldn’t possibly
settle right then anyway.

The words were no more than
out of my mouth when both en-

28 The Combat Edge

at Live is a collection of stories originally
] in 1942 by the Army Air Forces under the
of General “Hap” Arnold. Written by pi-
and, the stories record accounts of their
escapes from potentially fatal accidents.
e author of the following short story is
, the narrative of this pilot’s experience
es — over half of a century later — valu- _

oA e

- Ed.

gines suddenly quit cold...without
warning. We were then some 70
miles south of Puerto Rico. Au-
tomatically, I turned the fuel
selector to a full tank and com-
menced working the wobble
pump. Nothing happened, except
that the propellers continued to
windmill. We were losing alti-
tude fast, and the bottom was
dropping out of my stomach even
faster.

I realized with a sinking heart
that we were going to learn first-
hand how long a B-18 would float.
Hope springs eternal, however,
and I began a re-check. Fuel
pressure normal, oil pressure nor-
mal; everything, in fact, appeared
to be in order. We just sat there
in awed silence for a moment;
then the pilot, resigned to our
fate, instructed the radio opera-
tor to send our position back to

JANUARY 1998

the base.
My eyes wandered idly and
helplessly over the instrument

panel. Suddenly they froze on
one point — the main ignition
switch! Instead of being at an
upward slant from the panel as
it should have been, it was stand-
ing straight out. I leaped across
the cockpit and threw it on. The
engines started with a roar; that
was the sweetest music 1 ever
heard in my life, and we contin-
ued calmly on our way.

We had lost more than 1500
feet of altitude when the engines
took hold. Fortunately, we had
that much to lose with a little
more left over; otherwise, my
idly-posed question of “How Long
Will a B-18 Float?” would have
been answered for me then and
there.
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